
God’s work. Our hands.  

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to  

explore one of our most basic convictions as  

Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act 

of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of 

life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence 

in God’s grace. You wouldn’t call things like bags, 

buckets and boxes “special” but many of our  

Arizona neighbors don’t need anything special, 

they are just looking to meet their basic needs 

each and every day.   

This September, you are invited to join the biggest 

“God’s Work. Our hands.” movement that Arizona 

has ever seen.  Our goal is to raise 2,000 bags, 

buckets, and boxes for men, women, and children 

in need across Arizona. But we can’t do it without 

you.   

“Every week during Lent we announced the drive 

and what we called "rolling celebrations." We had 

a group of 7-9 who meet twice a week to roll and 

adorn the towels with ribbons. There was real fel-

lowship between and among these ladies. They 

would call me to make sure of the date and time. 

They each said that they "had fun" and met other 

women they would have never met otherwise and 

have met outside this activity. I thank God that I 

had the opportunity to be involved in such a 

unique and phenomenal mission.” 

- Towel drive participant  



Prepare a bucket,  prepare a home 

 Glass cleaner 

 All purpose cleaner 

 Toilet cleaner 

 Baking Soda 

Stuff a box, stuff a stomach 
Don served his country in the Air Force in both the Korean War and the  

Vietnam War. 60 years later, he copes with medical conditions such as  

arthritis, drop foot, and post-traumatic stress disorder with the help of his best 

dog friend Oscar. In his youth, he invested in an employee owned business. For 

a while he felt financially secure, but this feeling was taken away from him 

after the stock market crashed. He explains that he now collects cans in neigh-

borhoods and parks with his dog in order to get extra cash. When asked about 

common misconceptions about aging, he replies “I don’t know how to be old, I 

don’t want to know how to be old.” Don is very appreciative of the LSS-SW  

Pima Meals on Wheels services which delivers five meals a week to his home. 

The alternative to these meals would often be the Burger King down the 

street. Don values the nutrition the meals and food boxes provide him.  

Linda (center) and her husband were successful business owners in 

Nogales for 20 years, when a close friend of the family became ill 

and needed in home care services. After becoming involved with 

his care, Linda felt a calling to make a career change to home care. 

Today, Linda is Regional Director for Southern Arizona, overseeing 

caregivers in Tucson, Douglas, Nogales, and Sierra Vista. One of the 

biggest needs her caregivers have is cleaning supplies, which cli-

ents have to provide themselves. Says Linda, “One client told me 

that he hadn’t been able to wash his sheets with fabric softener for 

years. It was  the best night of sleep that he had.”   

Packing list for food boxes: 

 Chickpeas 

 Peanut butter 

 Pasta 

 Pasta sauce 

 Canned tuna/meat 

 Rice/beans 

 Canned soup (flip top) 

 Canned vegetable 

 Canned fruit 

 Paper towels 

 Oatmeal 

Packing list for cleaning buckets: 

 Rubber gloves  

 Sponges, scrubbing brush, and cloth 

 Paper towels 

 Comet 

Package in cardboard box or reusable grocery bag 

Approximate value: $25 

Package in cleaning bucket  

Approximate value: $30 



 

Adult /teen 

 

 Toothbrush and toothpaste 

 Dental Floss 

 Deodorant 

 Body Soap 

 Loofa 

 Hair Brush/comb 

 Sunscreen  

At 4 years old, Monica was placed in foster care because her parents struggled 

with substance abuse and could no longer care for her. For her first night in a 

strange home, her foster mom, Caren, gave her a new pair of pajamas to sleep 

in. The next morning, Monica didn’t want to take off her new pj’s. “I’ve never 

worn something so soft!” exclaimed Monica. She couldn’t believe that she 

now had her own wardrobe of clean clothes and cozy jammies. Oftentimes, 

foster parents like Caren receive children of all ages (including teens) on short 

notice, and they arrive with little or no personal possessions. Your care bags 

give children the essentials they need for their first night in a new home.  

Fill a bag, fill a heart 

Packing list for bags:  

 

Children  

 

 Child toothbrush and child tooth paste 

 Hair brush/comb 

 Children’s pj’s 

 Children’s body wash 

 Bath toys 

 Children’s sunscreen 

Package in a canvas bag 

Approximate value: $35 

Package in a child’s backpack 

Approximate value: $40 


