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Early last year the City of Tucson, seeing 
a need to provide more and better quality
services to the elderly and disabled in three 
of its public housing facilities, approached
Lutheran Social Ministry of the Southwest 
and offered us the opportunity to join in a
partnership  with the city to apply for a
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
ROSS  (Resident Opportunity for Self
Sufficiency) program grant. 

With a looming deadline, our staff was
galvanized into action and we went to work.
Our charge was to match Tucson’s commitment
with matching gifts of up to 25 percent in the
form of volunteer hours from churches and
human service agencies. Not only did we meet
our goal, but we exceeded it and came in with
51 percent. 

On April 3, 2005, HUD and other federal
agencies awarded more than $2 million to six
Tucson agencies as part of a federal faith-based
initiative. LSMS was awarded $375,000 over
three years to provide support services to the
residents of three public housing complexes:
Tucson House, Craycroft Towers and Martin
Luther King.

With contracts signed in August, LSMS has
hired Patti Raskob Wheatley as the ROSS Grant
program coordinator. Ms. Wheatley has an
extensive background in occupational therapy
and had her own business until she was in an
automobile accident. This accident effectively
ended her career as an OT, but did not
dampen her passion for human service and she
enthusiastically accepted our offer to coordinate
the program. Ms. Wheatley recruited volunteer
team leaders from each participating church
and organization and they began training to
launch the program in September. 

LSMS is so grateful to the many churches 
and human service organizations for their
willingness to step forward and join in this 
vital effort. As we visited clergy and agency
executives, the common response was “it’s what
we’re supposed to be doing.” Following is a
listing of those who have signed up to help:  
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church,
Tanque Verde Lutheran Church, Lutheran
Church of the Risen Saviour, Grace St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church,  Streams in the Desert
Lutheran Church, New Spirit Lutheran Church,
Dove of Peace Lutheran Church, Beautiful
Savior Lutheran Church, Lord of Grace
Lutheran Church, Christ the King Episcopal
Church, Resurrection Lutheran Church, Our
Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Pima Council 
on Aging, DIRECT Center for Independence,
Community Services Department of the 
City of Tucson, Interfaith Community 
Services, and University of Arizona 
Cooperative Extension. 

We’re, of course, always happy to welcome
more volunteers and are very interested in
creating liaisons with other organizations and
faith-based communities. If you, or someone
you know, belong to a club, social service 
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Our Mission
Showing kindness, 
doing justice, and 
serving those in need.

Our Vision
Following the example of
Christ, LSMS will provide,
for all people, quality
human care services that
build and strengthen
individuals, families 
and communities.
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$375,000 Granted for Aid to Low-Income Residents

Representatives of LSMS and Tucson Housing
Authority meet to plan for ROSS launch.

At its September meeting, the LSMS Board
of Directors welcomed two new members:
Donna Campbell of Carefree, and Pastor
Ronald F. Gloe of Sierra Vista.

Donna recently moved to Arizona from
Minnesota, where she was involved in
many ministries of the church, especially
those involving peace and justice issues
and work with children and families. She
is an educator with a specialty in helping
meet the needs of academically gifted
students. Currently, Donna is working to
establish a charter school in the Phoenix

LSMS Welcomes Two New Board Members 

area located on the campus of a Lutheran
congregation in a community of immigrants.
Donna and her husband, Paul, live in
Carefree, where Paul is executive director of
Spirit in the Desert Lutheran Retreat Center.

Ron, as he prefers to be called, grew up
around the country, living in Kansas,
Wisconsin, Illinois, New Jersey, Connecticut,
Pennsylvania and Florida.  He is a graduate of
Concordia College in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, and
received his Master of Divinity degree from
Concordia Seminary. He was ordained in the
Missouri Synod on July 20, 1980. Since then
he has served numerous congregations
around the country and in 2002, Ron
accepted a call to be pastor of Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Sierra Vista.

We welcome Donna and Ron to our board
and look forward to working with them in
the years to come. They both demonstrate a
spirit and a passion for the ministry of LSMS 
and we are delighted to have them.

We thank our Sponsors

More Ways to Give

Bashas Thanks A Million For
Friends and Neighbors

program has started a new
season. So the next time you

shop at Bashas give the cashier
this number: 27014. You only
have to do it once. By the end

of the program LSMS will
receive a check for one percent

of every dollar to our group
number. This program runs

from September 1, 2005
through March 31, 2006.


